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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To maintain with high image quality even after coding and 
decoding processing by reducing a processing load in object coding. 

SOLUTION: A smoothing histogram generating section 8 generates a histogram as to a 
value denoting a luminance of each pixel and smoothes the histogram by using a moving 
mean method. An area division section 9 uses a middle of a notch of the smoothed 
histogram as a border of area division to divide original image data. A threshold level 
decision section 10 assigns a threshold level so that it is larger in the division area toward 
the circumferential edge of an image and smaller in the division area toward the middle of 
the image. An area integration section 1 1 integrates each division area to an adjacent 
division area when the number of pixels of each division area is a given threshold level or 
below. 
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